A Pastor’s Heart

Encouragement from Pastor McGill
Come out of the trees and into His presence

Genesis 3:6-8 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 
8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.

When my wife and I were potty training our oldest son Jarel, we noticed that whenever he had an “accident” he would hide from us. He would go under our wooden table and hide. When we saw him under the table we would just immediately get the diaper and change it because we knew what was wrong. What was strange to us was we had not taught him how to hide. He normally loved being in our presence, it was only when he had done wrong that he did not want to be in our presence. Where had this behavior come from? It was passed down in our flesh through the sin of Adam. There are some things that are not taught, they are simply caught.
Adam and Eve were made to be in the presence of the Lord. This is where they belonged. As long as they were in His presence, they were covered in glory and you could not see beyond the glory. They were naked and not ashamed. If you ever look at the sun with the naked eye, you would only be able to see the glory of the sun; you would be unable to see beyond its radiance. In fact, the sun is so radiant that you could damage your eyes looking at it too long. We are God’s greatest creation, the glory they had in the garden before sin would have to far exceed any glory we see in the world today. Thank God that Jesus has restored everything that was lost including a glory that will be revealed in us.  Sin robbed them of their glory and suddenly they were naked, ashamed and made a feeble attempt to clothe themselves and hide from the presence of the Lord. I find it interesting where they hid, amongst the trees. 
Most Christian churches have a Sunday service. I don’t believe it is an accident that basically every professional sport is played at the same time on Sundays. Why is this important? The church should be a place where we can go and have a guarantee that we will be in the presence of the Lord. A stadium, arena, track etc can be a big tree where many people can go and hide. They also sell trees at the concession stands in the form of beer and alcohol. The more you drink, the less shame and guilt you feel about hiding from the presence of the Lord. Beer and alcohol are extracted from plants and trees along with drugs, paper money and many other devices that man has made as coping mechanisms to stay away from the presence of the Lord. Professional sports are not evil and my intent is not to be against attending sporting events. I love sports and attend sporting events as often as I can. My point is that it should not be a venue for one to hide from the presence of the Lord.
We were created to be in the presence of the Lord and that’s where we belong. God wants us in His presence not running from His presence. Jesus came to bring us back into the presence of the Lord. We can come boldly to the throne of grace and find help in our time of need. When we make a mistake, we can come to Him and confess what we have done, and He is faithful and just to forgive us of our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Many years ago before I gave my life to Jesus, I ran and hid from the presence of the Lord.  I did all kinds of ungodly things and avoided my family also. My favorite spots to hide always had trees around. I remember when I finally couldn’t run any more, I had a conversation with my Dad. I had braced myself for the worse and expected extreme wrath. Instead he said, “You are my son, I love you and no matter what you do with your life, you will always be my son and nothing can ever change that.” My natural father was still willing to claim me. That statement changed my life and I realized that I no longer needed to hide. I gave my life to the Lord and began to run into His presence not away from His presence. I finally came out of the trees. We are His children and we belong with Him. God loves you and desires your company. Make it a great day.
Blessings and Peace

Pastor McGill

