A Pastor’s Heart

Encouragement from Pastor McGill
Forgive Them
Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

What a wonderful picture of forgiveness that Jesus gives us to follow. Sometimes as believers, we can forget that we are followers of Christ. We are not beside Him and we most certainly are not in front of Him, the position we are to occupy is follower. Here He gives us a great example and model to follow in forgiveness. In this passage of scripture, an innocent man has been tortured, ridiculed, lied on, mocked and beaten, yet His response is to forgive them.

 Let’s examine the text:  Jesus said Father, forgive them. Many times the image we have of God is one of anger and judgment, ready to strike us down every time we make a mistake. Although God does get angry and He executes judgment, that’s not how He is all the time. If that were a true image, then this would be as good a time as any to strike someone down. What we see instead, is compassion and love in the midst of evil and wrongdoing. Jesus showed us God’s heart and love when He walked the earth. The woman caught in the act of adultery certainly qualified to be stoned to death under the Law. Only the Judge of all the earth could pardon her and He did, saying “he that is among you that is without sin let him cast the first stone.” God is love and under our covenant, Jesus is on the mercy seat, ready and willing to forgive us. There are two things that I want to point out that we must do.

First, we must receive His forgiveness. This is one of the great benefits in our covenant. All the things you have ever done in your life against the will of God, He chooses to forgive when we ask for forgiveness. The word used in this passage is the Greek word Aphiemi; It means to send away, To keep no longer. The root of the word is the Greek word Apo; it means to separate, to put distance between. It’s ok to shout now. When God forgives us, He does not keep our sin. He also separates our sin from us as far as the east is from the west. The east and west will never meet, they will always remain separate. God makes a choice to forget our sins. It’s time we make the same choice. Receive His forgiveness and forgive yourself. Don’t allow the devil to condemn you about things that you have already been forgiven of. You won in the courtroom and the Judge pronounced you Not Guilty. 


Secondly, we must be willing to forgive others the same way He forgave us. I have learned that whatever I can receive, I can also give. If I can receive forgiveness from God, I most certainly can forgive others. Many people find it difficult to forgive others because they have not received God’s forgiveness for themselves. God’s forgiveness is not a feeling; it’s a promise and a deliberate act from God. Once you choose to forgive, it will keep your relationship with God intact. There is a freedom and peace that we experience when we truly forgive others. No one or no thing is worth you jeopardizing your relationship with God. If you still get angry or have a negative reaction when you think about them then you have not forgiven. Let it go and be free today. Follow Christ and forgive them. Make it a great day.
Blessings and Peace,

Pastor McGill
